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Teachers Notes: The Victorian Classroom

· This photograph shows a typical late Victorian classroom.  The four desks at the front of the room indicate that at least four different classes were being taught by four different teachers, all at the same time.  

· Although the walls look sparse, with just four maps hanging on them, this was an improvement from earlier schools which had nothing hanging on the walls.  

· The Victorians made huge social changes, education for all children being one of them.  

· It wasn’t until after the death of Queen Victoria that any form of Secondary school education was available to the masses.

· At the start of Victoria’s reign the main obstacle to education was employment, children as young as 5 had to work.  Many parents needed the income from their children’s work and so were unwilling to let them go to school.  This remained a problem right up until the 1880’s, when primary education was made compulsory by the 1880 Education Act, although most children had to pay between 1p – 4p a week.  

· After this roughly 90% of children attended school, a remarkable difference from 1860, when only around 10% of children went to school!  School did not become free for most children until 1891.
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