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Teacher’s Notes: Toy Shops & Toys

The photograph is of the Triang Toy Shop, Oldham Road, Manchester, taken in 1927.  It shows a selection of doll’s houses, toy trains and cars, as well as tricycles, wooden animals on wheels and child-sized blackboards.  

· The first record of toys being sold in England appears in an engraving of 1632, showing a market stall selling toys. 

· 1700s saw the first actual shops selling toys.  These toys were handmade by skilled craftsmen.  

· 1760s saw the first mass produced toy soldiers, made from lead and tin.

· From the 1850s there was an ever growing demand for children’s toys, linked to the rise of the Victorian middle classes and changing attitudes towards children.    

· The first commercially manufactured toys became available in the Late Victorian period – Doll’s Houses in the 1880s.  

· But many Victorian children had few if any toys.  The poorest often bought them from street sellers, but most play took place in the streets, using what ever came to hand!

· 1901 - Frank Hornby invents Meccano.

· 1902 - The ‘Teddy Bear’ is created when US President Theodore ‘Teddy’ Roosevelt refuses to shoot a bear cub whilst on a hunting trip.  

· 1907 - The first Hornby Train made, although other makes were available earlier.  The first wind-up toy cars were also made in this year.

· 1933 – The first ‘Dinky’ car is made (by Frank Hornby).

· 1950s – Lego is created.
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