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Name:
‘The Camera Never Lies’

How reliable are Victorian photographs as a source of evidence?
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Step 1:  In order to assess the reliability of a photograph you must devise a set of criteria against which to measure it.  Below are some suggested criteria, use these any others that you can think of to analyse the photographs

Suggested criteria:

1.  When was it taken (is it primary or secondary evidence)?

2.  Who took the photograph?

3.  Why was it taken?

4.  Does it look posed?

5.  What image might the person being photographed want to portray?

6.  Are there any practical reasons why a photograph might be posed?

	Criteria
	Description

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	
	

	
	


Step 2:  Use your criteria to analyse at least 10 of the photographs within Snapshot 1900.  Copy and paste the table below to record your results for each of the photographs you choose
	
	Photo Title

	
	

	Criteria
	Results

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	
	



Step 3:  Summarise you conclusions as series of bullet points.  

Victorian photographs are reliable because:

Victorian photographs are not reliable because:

This activity relates to the Victorian Life: Reliability of Photographs Teaching Activity
Task: 	Use the � HYPERLINK "http://www.heritageexplorer.org.uk/web/he/imagebytheme.aspx?ctid=15" ��Images by Theme� called � HYPERLINK "http://www.heritageexplorer.org.uk/web/he/imagebytheme.aspx?ctid=1" ��Snapshot 1900� on Heritage Explorer to answer the question above





Example:





�
Photo Title�
�
�
Stationmaster, Charwelton, Northamptonshire


�
�
Criteria�
Results�
�
1�
Taken 1900 – Primary evidence�
�
2�
Taken by S W A Newton�
�
3�
It was probably taken  for the Station Master to show off his new house and family�
�
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