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Teacher Notes: Going to the Park
· The word 'park', like the word 'forest', was originally used to refer to an area of enclosed private land, in which the rich - especially the king or queen - would keep animals for hunting.
· Public access to Hyde Park, in the centre of London (formerly a private royal hunting ground), was first granted by Charles I in 1637. During the Great Plague in London in 1665, many people fled to the park to escape the infection in the crowded slums.
· In the eighteenth century parks were only used by rich people.
· In 1833, the Select Committee on Public Works declared that public parks were needed. They should be for everyone, to bring the benefits of exercise, health and clean fresh air to those who were living in increasingly built-up towns.

· The first park was in Preston, followed quickly by Birkenhead, Derby and Southampton. 
· On the 17th of September 1840, when Derby Arboretum was opened to the public, the whole town took the afternoon off work, all eager to enter the park for the first time.
· Parks became symbols of town pride. Some were given to towns by wealthy people. Many were built with donations from the public. They were opportunities for investors, because their plans included the sale of select housing around their perimeter — a house was more desirable if it overlooked the greenery of the park.  
· In the 1850s, two acts of Parliament led to more donations of land for parks, such as Calthorpe in Birmingham and Sefton in Liverpool. Building them also solved problems of unemployment - for example Miller Park in Preston was built by unemployed cotton workers.
· It was then discovered that besides the larger parks, smaller ones were needed for use by local people - this was supported by the Open Spaces Act of 1881. 
· By 1900 almost every town had at least one park.
· In the1930s and 40s recreation and sports grounds were provided in many areas.
· During the Second World War many parks were ploughed up for growing food. Most were restored during the 1950s and 1960s.
· Between the 1960s and 1990s many parks were neglected and lost original features, such as bandstands, fountains, glass houses and boating lakes.
· The Heritage Lottery Fund has helped many local authorities restore their historic parks.
· The new Mile End Park is a £25million Millennium Funded project that has joined up existing green spaces in London’s East End to create a magnificent large-scale park.

