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Teacher Notes: Motoring Facts
· Number of vehicles on the road:

1894 - First car driven in the UK, it was imported from Germany

1904 - c. 29,000 motor vehicles on the road

1930 - c. 1,000,000 (a million) motor vehicles on the road

1939 - c. 2,000,000 (2 million) motor vehicles on the road

1959 - c. 5,000,000 (5 million) motor vehicles on the road

1961 - c. 10,000,000 (10 million) motor vehicles on the road

1970 - c. 15,000,000 (15 million) motor vehicles on the road
1983 - c. 20,000,000 (20 million) motor vehicles on the road

2006 - c. 33,000,000 (33 million) motor vehicles on the road

· The average car produces 4.3 tonnes CO2 per year

· UK citizens produce c. 12 tonnes CO2 each, so a population of c.60million = c. 720million tonnes of C02 per year

· Cars account for around 20% of the UK’s CO2 

(33million cars x 4.3tonnes = 141.9million t ÷ 720million t = 19.7%)

· Around a quarter of all car trips made in 2002/03 in Britain were under 2 miles in length. 
Source: Department for Transport/National Statistics 2005

· Traffic levels on the Newbury Bypass (opening in 1998) have already exceeded forecasts for 2010. The Highways Agency forecast for 2010 was 30,000-36,000 vehicles per day. The actual level measured in 2004 was 43,800. Meanwhile peak-time congestion within the town is back to original levels. 
Source: CPRE 2006
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