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Teacher’s Notes: The Blitz

· In July, 1940 the German air force began its mass bombing attacks on British radar stations, aircraft factories and fighter plane airfields. 

· During the next three months the Royal Air Force lost 792 planes and over 500 pilots were killed. This period became known as the Battle of Britain. 

· On the 7th of September, 1940 the German air force changed its strategy and began to concentrate on bombing London. 

· The first day of the Blitz killed 430 citizens and 1,600 were severely injured. The German bombers returned the next day and a further 412 died.

· Between September 1940 and May 1941, the Luftwaffe made 127 large-scale night raids. Of these, 71 were targeted on London.

· During the Blitz some two million houses (60 per cent of these in London) were destroyed, 60,000 civilians were killed and 87,000 were seriously injured. Of those killed, the majority lived in London. 

· Until half-way through the Second World War, more women and children in Britain had been killed than soldiers.
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